
Pyengyang, Korea January 14, 1928 Pyengyang Station

Dear Friends:-

The Pyengyang District Men’s Bible Study Class held here as planned from December

27“’ to January 3’“, was attended with such success and blessing that we wish to share our

happiness with our friends in America and to thank those of you who knew of our hopes in

connection with this class and who join with us in the petitions that God has so graciously

answered.

In spite of zero weather, over 1300 men came to Pyengyang from all parts of our province

and studied in a great class for seven days which overflowed our classrooms and taxed our

dormitory capacity to the limit. It being vacation time, we were able to use most of the dormitory

rooms at the Theological Seminary, the Boy’s Academy and Woman’s Bible Institute. 500 men

were cared for in these dormitories. The balance of the 1300 men found places of entertainment

in public inns or in Christian homes in the city.

The most remarkable feature of the class was the six o’clock morning prayer meetings at

the West Gate Church. A thousand or more men came out each morning in the bitter cold in the

dark to this meeting which was led by Mr. Hill. The earnesmess of these men in seeking God’s

blessing was most remarkable and of course it was rewarded.

The night meetings connected with the class were all held, except the Sunday meeting, in

the West Gate Church. Only men were permitted to attend; this being a men’s class. If ever a

building was filled to capacity, the West Gate Church was so filled. Each evening before the

song leader arrived, the big auditorium was so crowded that the audience was asked to rise and

come forward to make a little more room at the rear for others. This can be done more easily

here than in America because the Koreans sit on the floor and not on chairs or benches. This

rising and coming forward process had to be done twice each evening. You may ask how it was

possible for men crowded forward as closely as they could stand, to sit down at the signal and all

find space on the floor. The fact is it was not always possible and several times men had to be

helped out over the heads of the crowd because they sat down or tried to sit down a little too

slowly and were unable to find any place to squeeze into.

We wish you could have seen the earnest faces of these men, over 1800 of them at the

night meetings. We wish you could have heard them pray. We wish especially that you might

have been present at the Sunday night service at the Central Church when Dr. Moffett preached.

It was the evening of the first day of the new year and Dr. Blair, who led the after service each

evening, asked first of all those over 50 years old who wished to reconsecrate their remaining

years to God and His service to stand while one of their number led in a consecration prayer.

Next, the middle-aged men went through the same dedicatory service and last of all, the young

men under 30 years of age were asked to stand if they whole-heartedly desired to give themselves

with all their young strength to God’s service. Over two-thirds of that great audience were young

men. It was a glorious sight to see them stand with shining faces and take the solemn vow of

consecration upon them.
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Each meeting was crowded like this clear to the end of the class and God’s presence was

manifest at every service and in all the classrooms. The men returned to their homes rejoicing in

new-found blessing; determined to do God’s will more perfectly than before and to preach the

gospel with renewed earnestness to unbelievers.

We have not had such a blessing in years and it came so simply and so quickly when we

united our hearts in earnest prayer. We are ashamed that we have not more frequently and more

earnestly sought God’s blessing before and greatly encouraged to look to Him for continued

blessing.

Gratefully yours in behalf of Pyengyang Station,

Pyongyang Station’s Evangelistic Committee.

(from the Samuel Hugh Moffett collection of Samuel Austin Moffett papers)



Madison, Indiana February 8, 1928 (News item about S.A. Moffett)

THE MADISON DAILY HERALD, Wednesday, February 8, 1928

Rev. Samuel A. Moffett, D.D., Enroute to Jerusalem.

Our fellow townsman. Rev. Samuel A. Moffett, D.D., who for many years has been

laboring as a Presbyterian missionary in Korea, has been unanimously chosen as a member of the

International Missionary Conference which is to meet in Jerusalem March 28 to April 8, this

year.

Dr. John R. Mott writes that the appointment was made in response to a request made last

fall by the Korean National Council and that it was due to Dr. Moffett’s long, rich and

wonderfully successful work in education and evangelism.

Dr. Moffett left Korea for Jerusalem the first of this month and his fnends will be pleased

to know that he expects to visit Madison, his old home town, some time this summer.

(from the Samuel Hugh Moffett collection of S.A. Moffett papers)



On D’Artagnan

(nearing Shanghai)

Feb’y9, 1928 Samuel A. Moffett

Dear Boys:

This goes to Jamie to be sent on to Charles. We are off all safe & sound after a most

uncertain period of three days in Kobe. Sam developed a high fever coming on the train and

fearing a serious case of pneumonia I called in the doctor. His fever went up to 104.2 and we

applied ice packs - gave him aspirin, etc., etc. for two days and wondered whether we would be

able to go on board at all. How it would have knocked out all our plans. Fortunately, by

Tuesday morning the day for sailing, his fever had come down and we got on board and since

then he has been either normal or below. Mother also has been running a fever but is normal or

below now. Howard still coughs some - not much - and Tommy but a little only at night.

So, with all our fears - everything seems to be turning out all right and we reach Shanghai

tomorrow morning. We have few passengers so far and have plenty of room - no one on deck

except our family. All have had colds or the remains of their whooping cough but from now on

we go into warmer climate and expect to be in good shape in a few days. We are 2nd class - with

very good cabin - good fare and all quite satisfactory.

Two Koreans going to [the] Jerusalem Conference are in 1st class but are pretty lonesome

and wish they were with us, I think.

We have a month or more ahead of us on the steamer and will be out of touch with

everyone after we leave Shanghai. We look for mail at Port Said or Cairo % Thomas Cook &
Son and after that at Rome % .

Had good letters from you shortly before leaving Pyengyang.

Lovingly,

Father

(from the Samuel Hugh Moffett collection of Samuel Austin Moffett papers)



Mr. James M. Moffett

854 Illinois Ave.

Huron, South Dakota

Wheaton, Illinois February 9, 1928 Charles Hull Moffett

Dear Jim:

I suppose you have the same excuse I do for not writing. I have been so busy studying

and changing my schedule around to avoid conflicts. Second semester has been going nearly two

weeks and I finally got fixed just today. I will admit I have taken a little time off to do a few

things. Mac McCune [George McAfee McCune] stopped off here Friday night & Saturday

morning on his way to Occidental. Last Saturday I went in to see Miss Boyer who finished

Business College and is now in Chicago doing office work. I also took in part of the auto show

that day. Now for my main reason for writing. I went into Chicago this afternoon to get a ticket

to see the tennis matches tomorrow night. Tilden - Hunter - Lott - Hennessey. While getting my
ticket at Spalding Co., I saw Tilden and tomorrow might see him play. Must close and study

some more.

Lots of Love to you

Charles

I am taking 1 8 hours this semester.

(from the Samuel Hugh Moffett collection of Samuel Austin Moffett papers)



S.S. D’Artagnan February 14, 1928 Samuel Hugh Moffett

[
1 1 -year-old son of Samuel Austin Moffett]

Dear Jamie and Charles, [his two older brothers]

We are having a fine time. We got to Shanghai on February 1 1th and left Feb. 12. We
took a taxi up to the mission building and from there went to Sincere’s Department store. We
next went to a concert at the town hall by the United States Marine Band. The music was fine.

Then we had supper at cousin Charlotte’s [Anna Charlotte Neely, whose mother was Lucia Fish,

daughter of Edward Fowler Fish. She was on a trip around the world] and went back to the boat.

The next day the Chief of the French police came on board. When we left they had a lot

of firecrackers in his honor. They had long strings of firecrackers 15 ft. long and giant

firecrackers 10 in. high. It was like a dozen 4ths.

It took us two days to get to Hong Kong. When we did get there we took a tram-car to

see the city. There sure were a lot of signs.

At about 1 1 o’clock we took the peak tram. It seemed as ifwe went straight up. We took

a walk up a little farther. From there we could see Hong Kong, the Harbor and Kowloon, the city

opposite.

Lovingly,

Sammy

February 19, 1928

Please excuse me for adding this on in this way but I forgot to mail it in Hong Kong. We arrived

in Saigon two days ago. The day we arrived we went and wandered around town trying to find

some helmets. We went out too soon and just about roasted. We went in a cafe and had some

iced lemonade. My, it sure was good. Just about that time the department store [opened] and

there were some helmets. Then it was time to go back to the boat.

The next day we went to the Botanical Garden. There was also a zoo. We saw many
monkeys. One was a black fellow. He would play catch with the oranges we gave them. There

was also a huge monkey almost as large as I am. There were also tigers, leopards, snakes,

porcupines, big lizards and many birds, etc.

Today is Sunday and we went to a Roman Catholic Cathedral to see mass. The room was

so dark I couldn’t see much.

Lovingly,

Sammy

(from the Samuel Hugh Moffett collection of Samuel Austin Moffett papers)



Saigon, Indo-Chine February 20, 1928 Samuel A. Moffett

Dear Jamie:

I guess we will have to call this a birthday letter as we may or may not get off another

nearer the 28th. We were greatly interested in the last word from you when you were with

Charles and I am hoping you cheered him up and started him off on his next term feeling hopeful

and interested. We shall eagerly look for letters at Port Said.

We have had four days in this French port and it is interesting to see how the Western

nations have developed business in these Asiatic ports. We take on over 10,000 bags of rice here

and this port of Saigon and the neighboring town of Cholon with 100,000 Chinese has some

great buildings and a busy appearance. A fine asphalt road runs between the two with motor car

service, great big busses - one of which we boarded & went off to see the country. There are two

kinds of bananas here - one a yellow one when ripe and the other ripe even though of a bright

green color. Tommy likes both.

I saw one auto here marked 9000 and something and they are greatly in evidence - all

kinds of them - trucks and sprinklers, etc., etc. Wish you were with us. How greatly we should

enjoy such a trip together.

[1] hope you are still buckling down to work and making sure of finishing off all things

well these two terms. It will be only a little over 3 months now until I see you.

All the family join in love. Keep the stamps and note the date this reaches you. Probably

same time as one we shall mail at Singapore.

Lovingly,

Father

(from the Samuel Hugh Moffett collection of Samuel Austin Moffett papers)



BRISTOL HOTEL
PHONE 530

P. O. B. 186

CAIRO-EGYPT

Cairo, Egypt March 19, 1928 Samuel Austin Moffett

Dear Boys:

We are too busy sight-seeing to do much in the way of letters writing but I must get off a

few words to you. The pyramids are certainly great and the enclosed postal will show you how

the children enjoyed the camel & donkey ride.

The visit to the museum was great and the wonderful things from Tutankhamen’s tomb

are beyond description. Wonderful statues of all kinds - beautiful [paper tom here] also -

life-like eyes of crystal - carvings & paintings and objects of all sorts - 3 to 5 thousand years old.

I won’t attempt a description now.

We have had several different views of the great pyramids and all most interesting. The

tombs of the Sacred Bulls with their immense granite coffins are a wonder also.

We had a fine sail for 2 hours on the Nile - seeing the reputed place where Moses was hid

in the bulrushes. We still have a few days ahead of us here and leave for Palestine on the night of

the 22nd.

Mother and the children go by train to Haifa and thence by auto to Beimt and then by

steamer to Naples. I go with them to Haifa and then return to Jerusalem for the Conference. We
looked for mail from you at Port Said but none has come as yet. When you get this, write us care

of Thomas Cook & Son, Rome, Italy. I am hoping to find something from you at Jerusalem.

All are well - all enjoying it immensely and all looking forward to still greater pleasures.

We see so much that it seems as though we had been here a month, but it has been but 7 days. [I]

will have much to talk about when I see you.

All join in love to you both and we remember you each day in prayer. The boys talk of you so

much and wish you were with us.

Keep me posted as to your progress, your experiences and your plans.

Lots of love.

Father

(from the Samuel Hugh Moffett collection of Samuel Austin Moffett papers)



Wheaton, Illinois

3 1 1 Seminary Street

April 27, 1928 Charles H. Moffett

Dear Father:-

I received your letter written in Jerusalem on the eleventh of this month just yesterday. I

surely am glad to hear of the wonderful news of the Academy receiving Government recognition.

In your letter you speak of not receiving any letters from us at all. I can’t understand this

at all because I have written you two letters. One I sent to you in Port Said, Egypt and the other I

sent in care of the Conference headquarters, Jerusalem. Surely you should have received one of

them by the time you wrote the letter which I received yesterday.

You surely have been doing your duty by us all right in writing us so faithfully. I felt that

I was doing all right when I wrote you that nice long letter to Jerusalem but for some reason it

doesn’t seem to have gotten there. I asked the postman here what time he thought it ought to get

there and he said that it ought to get there by the seventh of April and as I knew that the

Conference lasted until the eighth I thought that it would surely get to you.

My, but I sure wish that I could be with you on this trip and see all of the various parts of

the country of which we read about in the Bible. Sammy and Howard ought to remember a great

deal from this trip which will come in handy to them and make the study of the Bible more real

to them.

For Easter vacation I went out to Huron to spend it with Jim. Uncle Rob at first didn’t

think that I should go for fear that I would only interfere with him when he should be working

and making up his work. I wanted to go because I felt that I would be able to help him and

possibly get him completely caught up. Well, I went and the result was that I found out some

things about him so that I think that I can help him through my letters and I also accomplished

what I thought I could. I was able to help him in getting in his make-up work, which I was only

too glad to do. I did a lot of typing for him so that we were able to get it all finished by Saturday

night which was the time that it had to be in by. Now he is right up to date and he ought to be

able to keep up for the remaining six weeks. Besides helping him I was able to have some

vacation which I enjoyed. Of course you know that Jim has a car, and during the time I was there

I learned how to drive it. I had rather an interesting experience getting out there. I made my
plans originally to drive out to Sioux City in a Ford car with another fellow from here but the last

few days it rained so much that he got cold feet and decided that he would not go that way. I had

made all my plans to go so that I hardly knew what to do. He finally decided that he was going

to bum the fast limited out so I said that I would accompany him. I suppose if I had thought

about it more I wouldn’t have attempted it but he said that he had tried it before and said that it

was easy and no danger in it al all, so I felt that I would try it. I found out that there was really no

danger in it but I don’t know that I would like to try it again and especially alone.

Well, I am still trying to get along in school but as yet I haven’t been able to experience

the feeling of being absolutely caught up in all ofmy studies. I began the year behind and am



4/27/1928 - p.2 C.H.M.

still behind but I am not as far behind as I was at the beginning of the year. I have been coming

along pretty well this semester. I am safe in most ofmy subjects now but there are a few that are

causing me some trouble and it will mean some hard work between now and the end of school to

pull them up. I am not sure but I believe that I told you in one ofmy letters what subjects I am
taking this semester. In Trigonometry I am pretty sure of a final grade of 95 as I have gotten that

for the first two six weeks. In Solid Geometry I got a ninety the first six weeks but I don’t expect

more than an 85 for the semester as it is getting pretty bad. Expression I am almost sure to get an

85. Bible is another subject that I am sure of In Rhetoric I am not all together sure, but I think

that it won’t be very difficult for me to make sure of it. The two that I am really afraid of are

American Prose and Freshman Orientation. Of the two, I think that I will have an easier time

with Orientation but it is only a one hour course while the Prose is a two hour course. I feel sure

that I will get at least thirteen hours of credit but when I am taking sixteen hours I want to get at

least sixteen if 1 possibly can. At the present time I have some papers in Orientation to make up

but I am trying to get those all ready and handed in by this coming Tuesday. In Rhetoric I have

about four themes that I have not handed in as yet. I was behind in my Trig, but I just finished

getting all caught up in it. In all the other subjects I am up to date. I figured that the best thing

for me to do in my make-up work was to go at one subject until I was all caught up in it and then

tackle the next one.

Father, we are all looking forward eagerly to the time when you shall arrive here. The

fellows here asked me about your trip and now they are anxious for you to come and give a talk

in chapel telling about your work in Korea or else about your trip. Miss Torrey, the Bible

teacher, is very anxious to meet you. Above all of these, I am also very very anxiously awaiting

the time when I can welcome you here. You must be sure to count on spending some time here

in Wheaton and then I suppose you will be going out to Huron for Jim’s graduation. I don’t

know how soon you plan to be here in the States but I hope you are here about the middle of

May. I don’t know just why unless through one of your letters, but I have all along been

reckoning on your arrival at that time.

I sure wish that there were some way by which it would be possible for us to see Mother
and the boys. The picture of them which I have in my mind of course is the same as that of three

years ago when I left Korea and when I looked at the picture which you sent us taken of you all at

the pyramid I hardly recognized the boys. Sammy all slicked up in his pompadore and Howard
in long pants, what a different picture it is from the one I have had for these three years. I

haven’t thought of them as growing. Tommy looks to be quite a man but I’ll bet he is quite a kid

in being able to cause Mother just plenty of trouble.

Last summer when 1 left Huron I left that old trunk that I had made over at the shops in

Pyeng Yang. I had mostly books and things that I didn’t particularly need in it. After I got to

Wheaton I wrote to Jim a number of times to send it to me but he either forgot to or else he didn’t

have time - at least he never sent it to me. Well, when I was in Huron during vacation I decided
to bring it back with me. I got it here but that is all. It’s a wonder that I didn’t lose anything out
of it. They gave it such rough treatment that it broke into at least five pieces and the only thing

that kept it from falling apart and spilling all of its contents was the fact that I had a big rope all
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around it holding it together. The trunk isn’t worth anything at all now so I will have to get a

new one, 1 guess. I don’t know whether it is worth while but 1 am trying to see what will come of

it by putting in a complaint about it in to the railway office. The man who delivered it to the

house for me said that he thought that 1 would get quite a bit out of it but the man at the depot felt

that all the red tape that I would have to go through and then not get much out of it would not be

worth it, but just the same, 1 think that I will try and push it through and see if I can get anything

out of it. If I do, I gain that much, and if I don’t, 1 won’t have lost any more than if I hadn’t put

in a complaint.

Well, it is getting late and 1 am running out of paper news and am getting sleepy so 1

think that 1 had better quit now.

I am hoping to see you in person here soon.

As ever. Your loving son,

Charles

(from the Samuel Hugh Moffett collection of Samuel Austin Moffett papers)



Biarritz, France May 1, 1928 Laura James

My dear Lucia, [Mrs. Samuel Austin Moffett]

I was delighted to hear that I may meet you in Europe. I think I shall not return to

America until September. We are not yet quite sure of our plans, but think I may be in

Switzerland the latter part of May. We fly about so - never pause more than a few days in a place

- trying to see the whole world in a year. I shall try to see you in Lausarme. Glad you sent your

address. Hope the boys continued to do as well with their French. They will need it long before

they have to say “olive oil” [au revoir] to Europe. We so much miss a good, usable oily easy-

flowing knowledge of French! It is a shame Athens is so hard to reach and then to hold on to.

We had only four hours for it. A mere glimpse, but at least a non-forgettable glimpse.

Our present projected route is: Chateaux of Touraine, Paris, Normandy, Brittany, Paris,

Switzerland & Dolomites, Vienna, Germany, London by July. Then England & later America.

Address for forwarding; % Guaranty Trust Co. ofNew York
1 Rue des Italiens

Paris

France

Affectionately,

Laura James

(from the Samuel Hugh Moffett collection of Samuel Austin Moffett papers)



Between Chicago & Indianapolis May 21, 1928 Samuel Austin Moffett

Dear Jamie:

Have just had two fine days with Charles and now am so much the more eager to see you.

Charles looks well and has done well in making up the handicap of entering six weeks late. I

think he will clear up everything the next two weeks. He is eager to join me as I go to Huron

[South Dakota] and it may be we will come together. For some reason you have not written me
the information I need in order to make my plans. When is graduation? When do you have final

examinations? What are the dates for the various Commencement functions, etc., etc. When
will you be ready to leave Huron? Where can you arrange for me to stay if and when I come

some days before the graduation?

What about your car? Would it be possible for us to plan to come by auto through

Minneapolis and Detroit to Chicago and Madison? Charles thinks so.

I am hoping oh so much that you do your best these last weeks and clear up your studies

creditably. It is worth while putting in hard work to accomplish that. The Lord bless and guide

and strengthen you.

Have had a fine trip. [I] reach Madison tonight.

Lovingly,

Father

(from the Samuel Hugh Moffett collection of Samuel Austin Moffett papers)



HOWARD S. MOFFETT
INVESTMENTS

MADISON, INDIANA

Madison, Indiana June 4, 1928 Samuel A. Moffett

Dear Jamie:

Enclosed is a check for $50“ to make sure you have enough for emergencies until I reach

Huron. [I] expect to leave here Wednesday morning the 6th and be with Charles until he finishes

his exams on the 8th when we will take the first train for Huron. Charles thinks we will reach

you via Sioux City [Iowa] Saturday night - 6 something, I believe. [I] will try to let you know.

[I] have a letter this morning from Samlet [his son, Samuel Hugh Moffett] from Florence

where they were seeing sights and paintings . My! how I do long to get all of us together here.

Mother writes they have engaged passage on the Leviathan (largest ship afloat) for

August 14th from Cherbourg - and will reach New York August 20th. [I] am thinking it may be a

good thing for you to go to N.Y. to meet them and bring them on West after a few days in New
York. Will see. [I] went to Hanover Baccalaureate yesterday and heard a fine address from Dr.

Ballard. Inter-frat. tennis and Alumni meeting tomorrow.

I think Charles and I will plan it so as to stay with you over Sunday the 17th before

starting for Minneapolis but we will see about that after we reach Huron and talk over all our
plans.

This should reach you as you are finishing up exams and all work. Now, put in good
work these last few days and perhaps you will pull through - at any rate do your best these days
whatever the situation and get as much as possible completed.

Lovingly,

Father

(from the Samuel Hugh Moffett collection of Samuel Austin Moffett papers)



THE BOARD OF FOREIGN MISSIONS
OF THE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH IN THE U.S.A.

156 FIFTH AVENUE
NEW YORK

New York, New York June 6, 1928 Arthur J. Brown

To the Chosen Mission (letter No. 727) [a few excerpts from this official letter]

Dear Friends:

Since the last Board Letter of May 1 8 we have received the following letters from the

Rev. Dr. J. Gordon Holdcroft as Chairman of your Mission’s Executive Committee: May 2, 5, 7

and 15

[Action] V. 724. FURLOUGH EXTENSION REV. DR. AND MRS. S.A. MOFFETT

“The Executive Committee of the Chosen Mission, in Action No. 724, having suggested

the advisability of extending the six months’ furlough of the Rev. Dr. and Mrs. Samuel A.

Moffett, the Board extended their furlough, with home and children’s allowances and

pension payments, from November 1 to February 1 with the understanding that he will be

at the disposal of the Home Base Department of the Board for deputation work in the

interest of the general work. (Adopted June 4, 1928).”

PENSIONS FOR CHILDREN OF THE REV. ARTHUR G. WELBON

You will be interested to know that the first case of the application of the New Service

Pension Plan to the minor children of a missionary who dies in service has been reported

to us in the following letter from the Rev. Dr. Henry B. Master, Secretary of the Board of

Pensions:

“I am writing to advise you that we are granting the following pensions to the two

minor orphans of Rev. Arthur G. Welbon, a foreign missionary under your Board,

who died April 5, 1928: Sustentation Annuity of $192, payable in quarterly

Charles P. Welbon ) instalments of $48 each, beginning as of April 5, 1928.

Mary E. Welbon ) and a pension under the Service Pension Plan of $200.04,

payable in monthly instalments of $16.67 each beginning as of April 5, 1928.”

Of course the Board will supplement this pension, under the Service Pension Plan, up to

the regular children’s allowance of $300 each.

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY

The representatives of the Board at the recent meeting of the General Assembly report

that the foreign missionary interest of the Assembly was at a high level, that there was not a word
of criticism, that all the recommendations of the Standing Committee were unanimously adopted,

and that there was every indication that the cause of Foreign Missions was in the heart and
prayers of the Church. Judging from the enthusiasm with which the Assembly welcomed the

report of the Board, its representatives and the missionaries who were present, we ought to
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expect a forward movement this year. Unfortunately, the receipts of the Board for the first two
months of the fiscal year (April 1 to May 31) show a decrease of $37, 867.52 as compared with
the receipts for the corresponding two months of the preceding year. If, however, the Assembly
commissioners carry their enthusiasm back to their cWches we may look for better things. We
are expecting a blessing too from the Jerusalem Conference. All reports are to the effect that it

was an event of extraordinary spiritual power. The Assembly was deeply moved by the accounts

of it that were given by Dr. Speer in his sermon as retiring Moderator and by Dr. Schell in his

address in behalf of the Board. There are sounds of His going in the tops of the mulberry trees.

We know that God waits to be gracious and it is for all His followers to consecrate themselves
anew to the worldwide service to which He has called them.

With renewed remembrance of each of you and frequent prayer that the blessing of God
may continue to rest upon you in increasing measure, I remain as ever

Affectionately yours,

Arthur J. Brown

(from the Samuel Hugh Moffett collection of Samuel A. Moffett papers - - mimeographed copy)



Pyengyang, Korea July 23, 1928 R.O. Reiner

Mr. James Moffett

Huron College, Huron, S. Dakota

U.S.A.

Dear Mr. Moffett;

The Mission has commissioned me as its Chairman for this year to send you a word of greeting

and to assure you that we are thinking of you and remembering you often in our prayers. The number of

the children of the Mission who have left the field has increased so greatly in the past few years that I

am called upon to send out nearly 75 of these letters. We are immensely interested in all that you are

doing and our prayers rise daily that you may be prospered in all your plans and work.

The Mission this year met at Pyengyang with an excellent attendance. The meetings were

shorter than usual, lasting only from June 23 to 29. The spirit was fine and the meetings more

inspirational than any which I have ever attended. One special feature which was begun last year, I

believe, was the presentation of a Bible to each of the children of the Mission who are leaving the field

to complete their education. There were three of these this year, Mary Hunt, Harriette Bruen and Keith

Owen. The two girls are entering College and Keith is going to Toronto to complete his High School

course.

Two of the features of the Annual Meeting were the Musical Program and the Baseball Game.

Among the stars in the former were Mrs. Boots and Miss Lucetta Mowry with the violin, Mrs. Soltau,

Mrs. R.H. Baird and Mrs. B.N. Adams on the piano and Mrs. Lutz in a number of excellently rendered

vocal selections. In the latter, Pyengyang played the “World”. It looked rather bad for Pyengyang at the

end of the first inning when the World had seven runs to the good, but by tightening up well, there were

no more “World” runs and the score ending 9 to 7 in Pyongyang’s favor.

The Mission is rejoicing greatly in the improved facilities for High School work in Seoul and

Pyengyang. The former has had 13 and the latter 50 High School students this past year and the

standards ofwork have been raised fairly high. As a result many more of the children are being kept

until they graduate from High School, and nearly all of these are being admitted into different colleges

on recommendations from the local schools.

The Mission has lost quite heavily in personnel during the year in the resignation of six of its

members and the death of two others (Mrs. J.W. Hirst and Rev. A.G. Welbon). These losses have not

been met by new appointments, two only being under appointment, namely Mr. Bruce Hunt and Mr.

Kinsler. The former has been assigned to evangelistic work in Chungju Station and the latter to

religious work in the Union Christian College in Pyengyang.

We know that there are many things which you would like to hear about but as it is my object

rather to convey the good wishes of the Mission than to give news, I will close with the wish that God’s
richest blessing may rest upon your endeavors, and that you may remember in your prayers and work the

Mission which thinks and prays so often for you. And if in God’s good plan you are called back to the

field, we shall welcome you with open arms.

Cordially yours, in behalf of the Mission, I am

R.O. Reiner, Chairman

(from the Samuel Hugh Moffett collection of Samuel Austin Moffett papers)



Wheaton, Illinois September 16, 1928 Charles H. Moffett

3 1 1 E. Seminary Street

Dear Moffetts and Moffats:-

Saturday morning I went into Chieago, the reason for which Father can explain if it is

necessary. Upon returning I went up to the college to see if I had received any letter in answer to my
train note. I saw one letter in my box so I decided that I had better look into the matter. The first

one I pulled out was Mother’s which I recognized so that it didn’t arouse any wonder. The next one

was Jim’s for which I had hoped for, but the next one was Betty’s which made me begin to wonder

and it also had gotten shoved up on end so that when I removed it I could then see all of the rest of

the letters. I don’t think that it could have worked out any better to be a complete surprise to me.

I surely thank you for writing me but I think you have placed me in a rather perplexing

situation. Ten letters all at once is quite a record for one day. I don’t know what you expect a hard

working college student (?) to do in such a case. If you all expect me to write you each an individual

letter in answer I am afraid you will have to be disappointed for you have expected too much of me.

However, I would honestly like to answer each one separately but I am afraid it would be almost

impossible for I do hate to write a short letter. If you will allow me to I will carry out my present

plan of making the first part of the letter general and then answering each letter in a short note. In

this way by the time I have done this, the letter will look long and I think I will then be willing to let

the letter go. Usually I spend a lot of time trying so hard to think of something to say when I haven’t

much to write about and yet I won’t quit because the letter doesn’t look long enough.

You can’t imagine how much I hated to leave the hill top. The trip seemed terribly long but

when I once got here Tuesday night it didn’t seem so bad as I began to see some of the fellows whom
I knew. All of Wednesday of course was taken up with the task of getting registered. Believe me, it

was some job
,
especially if you have some difficulty with getting your course fixed out, which I did.

Thursday and Friday we spent going to our first classes and getting our work assigned. I had to make
a little change in my course from that which father and I had decided upon but I think I have been

able to get a pretty good course.. I haven’t any of the teachers I would really like to have except one.

Of course the main reason for that is that I am not picking the courses to get under certain teachers.

My main regret is that I have to give up Mr. Hillard, the Math professor.

I don’t mean to bring any reflections but it did seem very queer this morning to walk into

church and spend about five minutes looking for a seat because it was so full when all summer I had

noticed all around me empty seats [presumably he is contrasting the attendance in the Wheaton
church with summer attendance in the Madison church].

After receiving your ten letters last night I told the fellows here that they would have to

excuse me for awhile but that I had ten chapters of American Literature to read.

I don’t know what you had better do or what you will do, but I am going to leave it up to you
to do just as you please. All I know is that I think I will now begin upon the stack of letters at my
left. I don’t know in what order they are but for fear that there might be war if I should sort them I

am going to take them in the order in which they are now.

Robert Bruce Moffett : Bruce, I am quite surprised that you should write and say that you had a good
time swimming. It must have been because I wasn’t there. You have been helping Rusty put in the

hay, have you? I’ll bet you did a lot of helping. I think I had better ask Rusty how much helping you
did. I am sorry that we didn’t take that hike or picnic over to the cave while I was there so you boys
could pass your test. We were going to but then we just didn’t. I suppose when I see you again that
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you and Sam will be Eagle Scouts and then you will help me instead ofmy helping you.

Uncle Howard : Thank you for the picture but it is the first time that I ever knew that it was possible

for me to grow a beard. 1 am trying to keep steady but 1 hope you haven’t bet too much money on

me because I would hate to see you lose and go bankrupt. I often wondered what became of the sun

at night, so 1 stayed up all night and it finally dawned on me. Bruce said in his letter “Expecting you

down here for Thanksgiving, Christmas, and Easter.” He doesn’t expect much of me, does he?

Lenore : 1 am glad that someone has been able to civilize Betty. You may not be far wrong in saying

that I will get kicked out but 1 think your reason is wrong. The college limits the enrollment to 500

but this year they have reached their limit and more, so they have 100 students termed as visiters

[visitors]. After the first six weeks they have to decide what they are going to do. There will

probably be some visiters who will have to return home but on the other hand there are probably

going to be some students who are going to be kindly asked to leave as there is some visiter who
would rather have the place. I hope I am not told that but you never can tell what they may do. You
made a good beginning in your solataire [solitaire] game but according to Howard, Betty was making

a better ending.

Betty : 1 sure am sorry too that 1 was unable to see Charles Phillips and I hope you told him that I

was. You needn’t worry about my working too hard. As to my finding a cute girl, I may surprise

you some of these days. Maybe 1 have found her, just give me a chance to find out for sure. In

Physics class Friday the professor divided us up into pairs to work together in doing our Physics

experiments. My partner may prove to be - -
. She is a freshman and to all my knowledge of her, is

a nice girl.

Aunt Susie : I surely hope that I will be able to do as well this year as I did last year but I think that

in spite of the fact that I enter without handicaps it is going to require just as much work, if not more.

I think I was better prepared to do the work of last year. Of course after I have gotten into the work a

little more, I may find that it won’t be as hard as I think, but at present I feel that it is going to require

a great deal of work. However, I think that it is better for me to begin the year with the thought of its

being hard and having the possibility of its getting easier than for me to start out thinking that it is

going to be a snap course and then for me to find out that it is hard. I feel that it is going to be a hard

course but outside of the French I think I am going to enjoy it.

Howard Moffett : You’re not the only one who wishes that we could have been together for a longer

time but then we can be thankful that we were able to be together as long as we were. We had some
fine times together while we were there. However, I am hoping that I will be able to see you again

for a few days up here. I want you to be sure and let me know ifyou are coming - just when it is and
what you are planning to do. You know I completely forgot about my having borrowed that dime
from you but then I knew you wouldn’t forget. Leave it to you not to forget anything like that.

Samuel Hugh Moffett : I am sorry I had to write so much on the envelope but I wanted to make things

clear. If you stop over here a day when you come and ifyou cared to, I might be able to arrange a

time for you to see and trade some stamps with the fellow [from] whom I got those stamps which I

gave you in Madison. I wish that you could come just at the time when we have our freshman-
sophomore contests. I don’t know when they will be this year as they haven’t decided on the time as

yet. Last year they had them on October 12 and I imagine that they will be about the same time this

year. I think you and Howard would enjoy them immensely. The freshman treatment here isn’t

nearly as bad as it is in most places. Here it takes on the form of contests rather than the rough
treatment.
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Mother and Tommy : Well, Tommy, 1 don’t know just when I am coming back. I am afraid that by

the time I get back there you won’t be there. However, I am hoping that you are going to come and

see me soon. Who is this Bobby that came to see you?

Since reading your letter and the boys’ stating the probability of your coming to Chicago, it

seems that the only thing I can think about is about that and making mental plans which 1 so love to

do in such cases. I do hope that you will be able to come and spend several days seeing a bit of our

college life. I don’t know what you are planning at all but 1 wish that it would be possible for you to

spend a Friday, Saturday and Sunday so that you can take in a day of classes and possibly a football

game and then our Sunday services, besides being here at a time when most of the time I would be

free.

Jim : Well, Jim, 1 am taking your advice and making one letter do for you all and yet in a way I am
writing individual letters. I am also writing the private letter to father. Swede was just in here

commenting on the size of it and wondering if I was going to send it all in one envelope. If you see

it you may wonder too about it. I am giving you a part in this letter so you won’t feel left out but I

expect to write you a personal letter soon. I surely am glad that you found the fountain pen. Now
that you tell me where you found it I remember that I did stop there on my way to the bam to pitch

quoites for a little while. Write and let me know, won’t you, when you will be leaving for Princeton

and a little more about yourself

Father : At last I have gotten down to number ten and after this writing I will feel that I have done my
duty toward you all in answering each letter promptly. I surely have been thinking about you all

since I left and wishing that I might be there to enjoy some more time there with you. How I did

enjoy seeing Tommy, as you said I would. When I look at the fat envelope addressed to you which is

at my side I don’t think that you deserve to get much in this letter.

I hope you all will come up and visit me so that I can show you my nice little room which I

think I have fixed up pretty well. May this letter find you all well and happy and not suffering too

much from over exercise.

As Ever,

Your loving son, brother, nephew and cousin,

Charles H. Moffett

(from the Samuel Hugh Moffett collection of Samuel Austin Moffett papers)



Pyengyang, Korea September 19, 1928 William N. Blair

Rev. Arthur J. Brown, D.D., 156 Fifty Avenue, New York

Dear Dr. Brown:

I am just back from Taiku and Seoul where I attended the meetings of the General Assembly

and the National Council of Churches and Missions in Korea.

Your communication as President of the Western Section of the World’s Alliance of
Presbyterian and Reformed Churches addressed to the Moderator of the General Assembly of the

Presbyterian Church in Chosen was received by the Assembly with much interest and appreciation.

The matter was referred to a special committee which later made a report to the Assembly which was
adopted. This report recommended first that four delegates be appointed to represent the Assembly
at the Boston meeting June 20*, 1929. Mr. Chai Yun-Kwan, Mr. K[yung]- C[hik] Han, Dr. Moffett

and Dr. Clark were elected. I told the committee that it was not likely that Dr. Moffett would be in

America in June, but they thought it would be well to appoint him in case his return should be

delayed.

Your suggestion that the Korean Church join the Western Section of the Alliance until an

Eastern Section or rather an Asiatic Section could be formed interested the Assembly very much. If

possible the Assembly would like to have such an Asiatic Section organized immediately and to this

end a committee of six prominent Koreans was appointed to act in behalf of the Assembly in inviting

the Presbyterian Churches in Asia to join with the Presbyterian Church in Chosen in the formation of
an Asiatic Section. I understand that an invitation is to be [sent to] the various churches to send

delegates to a meeting to be held in Korea for this purpose. Just what countries would be included

was not definitely determined but Japan, China and the Philippines and possibly Siam were
mentioned. If the last two are not ready to participate it was thought that Japan, China and Korea
very much needed such an Alliance and that it should be organized as soon as possible.

You may regard this effort as premature, but the suggestion having been made to the

Assembly it would have been unwise to try to hinder the sudden determination of the Assembly to

try to carry it out. I am not sure how the committee of six will proceed or just how they should
proceed. In fact they have not as yet asked my advice as to how they should proceed, but I am sure

they have no other thought than that the new Section if it can be organized should be a part of the

World’s Alliance.

It was rather a turbulent Assembly, a bitter and sectional contention having arisen over the
action of the Kyung San (Australian Distriet) Presbytery in demitting from the ministry a certain

pastor from the northern part of the country who was pastor of the Masan Po Church.

A matter ofmuch satisfaction to us missionaries was the emphatic way the Assembly
rejected the recommendation of the committee on revision of Church standards that hereafter all

missionaries who desired to vote in Presbytery should be required to transfer their membership from
the home presbyteries to the Korean Church. This would be a proper action if there was any reason
for taking it at this time except the anti-foreign spirit of a few men who pushed the matter in the
committee not with a sincere desire that the missionaries should actually bring their letters but rather
in the expeetation that they would refuse to do so or be unable to do so and so drop entirely out. As
far as the members of our mission are concerned there seems to be no reason why we should not
bring our letters if the Assembly so wishes, but the Canadian and Australian brethren think they
cannot do this without losing their old age service pension benefits. We decided, however, in
conference not to objeet in any way to the proposed action and all of us supposed that it would carry.



9/19/1928 - p.2 W.N.B.

As a matter of fact the report was strongly opposed as unnecessary and disturbing and rejected by the

Assembly by an overwhelming majority, we missionaries not voting. I think the agitation has done a

lot of good as the church realizes more than before the great importance of close cooperation

between the missionaries and the Korean Church.

The Stations are very slow in returning to me the voting sheets on the August Executive

Committee Meetings actions. So many of the station members have been away from the stations

attending Assembly and other meetings that a full vote has been difficult to secure. Most of the

stations have now reported and I will be able to report to you within a day or so.

Mrs. Byram, who underwent a severe operation two weeks ago is making a good recovery.

The doctors have ordered Mr. and Mrs. B.N. Adams to return to America on account of the condition

of their daughter, Phyllis. The Mission is now voting on the Dr’s and Andong Station’s

recommendation which I will forward at once if carried.

The evangelistic campaign in Pyengyang for which we have been preparing for nearly six

months begins next Monday. Twelve Presbyterian Churches in Pyengyang unite in the campaign

which we expect will last at least three weeks. I am chairman of the committee in charge and will

give my whole time to the campaign.

Cordially,

William N. Blair

[Chairman, Mission Executive Committee]

P.S. The Assembly appointed a committee to arrange for conferences on Systematic

Benevolences in all sections of the church when Dr. McConaughy visits us next Spring. His coming
is opportune and welcome.

(from the microfilm archives. Board of Foreign Missions, Presbyterian Historical Society,
Philadelphia, Series II, Reel #5, Record Group 140-4-3



Princeton, New Jersey September 26, 1928 James McKee Moffett

3 1 1 Alexander Hall

Dear Father,

It is only two days and less that I have been here, yet it seems ages. The getting acquainted

and adjusted process has just started, and there is much that is and will be new, but so much has

happened already and I have met so many that 1 know that it seems as if I belonged. It has been

almost like coming back to a school 1 have attended. I have been bumping into fellows I haven’t

seen for two, three, four and five years. The students from Wooster and Wheaton seem to form

about half the school. They rival each other for the numerical supremacy with Wooster taking the

lead this year with four new ones against one for Wheaton.

This morning 1 met Gertrude and Harold Voelkel. It sure was good to see them. Then in the

opening chapel I found Dick Baird just back from Korea. He is staying at the missionary apartment.

There won’t be any trouble putting you up when you come. It won’t be a search for a place; it will

be a choice of many places. Aside from all those that I know, there are those that know you or Dr.

McCune, or Bruce Hunt, etc.

This morning I got a taste of what the year is going to be like. It is what I have been wanting.

What a chapel service we did have! I was spell-bound and drank in the words that were spoken. Dr.

Radcliffe (I think that’s the name & spelling), from Washington, gave us a splendid address. He
graduated from Princeton in 1 8^. After chapel I spoke to Dr. Erdman. All are going to be most

helpful taskmasters, of course. The rest is up to me. It isn’t going to be easy, but it is going to be

absorbingly interesting, and studying for a purpose at last (all except the Hebrew).

I signed up for my courses this afternoon and have already attended my first class - Church

History under Dr. Loetscher. He knows how to make history very hard and exacting. I have

Homiletics and English Bible tomorrow morning. You will see it all on the schedule I shall send you

as soon as I find out which section of Public Speaking I shall be in.

This first term I am carrying 18 hours, with the next term calling for 16 hours. After I find

my bearings, capabilities and limitations I may increase the number of hours next semester so as to

allow university work next year. My problem is going to be to limit myself so that what I do will be

done well. A good start this year will allow more expansion later on.

There is much more about my studies and about the eating clubs and about the students that I

could write, but it will be better to write of those things later.

How soon will you be coming here? Have mother and the boys left, and did they stop at

Chicago? Did Betty [Moffett] leave for Indianapolis? Are you all well? Have you done anything

about the pictures? I am having the ones I brought with me developed. Do you suppose you can find

some curtains of some sort for me for the room if I send you the measurements?

Which reminds me I haven’t told you about the room. I was extremely lucky, - but first

unlucky. In the drawing, I drew a blank, but a fellow I knew at Wooster offered me his room here in

Alexander. Most of the upper classmen try to get rooms here. He drew first last Spring and chose
the room he thought was best. Then this summer he got married and now needs only a place to

study. He offered me the room on condition that I share the study with him. So here I am - well
fixed.

My trunks came with me as far as Philadelphia and got here later the day I got here (only
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yesterday it is).

It sure cost like fury to get here. I almost wish I could have driven through. I could run the

car for a month and more on what the trip cost. I rather wish I had it here - a good many have cars of

some sort. Have you made any efforts to sell it?

The money you gave me is deposited here. It seems I should have more as soon as the

October interest is due so as to avoid paying a deposit fee. There is no charge for accounts averaging

$100. A dollar a month is the charge for a smaller account. If I can I should like to act as if the

hundred were not here and not count on drawing it out. What do you think? Outside of the hundred

I have less than ten dollars now.

Will you ask Uncle Howard for me, please, what the interest rate is on the South Bend bond

in which he invested the Edgemoor money that was turned in? The latter was 7% while the new I

believe is 6 */2% which would reduce the October interest a little. He gave me the name and number

but not the interest rate.

On the train with me Monday was an Indianapolis business man who runs the Fair store. His

name was Trangott (sp?). I wonder if he is or is related to the man the papers are talking about.

Enclosed is a receipt for the final payment on the car. I don’t think you need it in addition to

what I gave Uncle Howard, but you may.

Richard Pieters was over last night from the University. He asked me to come to the Church

tonight for their young people’s gathering. I should like to have gone but wouldn’t be writing you if

I had. I want to meet Livingston Erdman, too, as soon as I can.

Yesterday I was over on the university campus to see the new cathedral-chapel. It is very

impressively beautiful. I want you to see it when you come.

I am due for a seven-thirty breakfast at the Friars Club in the morning and must get some
sleep. Bruce Hunt was head of that club, I think. The new men are being shifted around from club

to club before stating their choice. The fellows are all so fine that I think it will be hard to choose.

What haven’t I told you that you want to know? You will find out about my schedule very

soon now.

Judging from the snappy weather we’re having I am going to be mighty grateful to mother
before long.

It is late at night with a lovely moon shining down on the beautiful campus. A plane roared

by overhead a few minutes ago. I threw up the window in time to see its lights heading for New
York. I wonder if it was a mail plane. It was the first I have seen at night. A little uncanny! I

wonder if the air mail New York to Cincy would get this to you any faster. I’ll try it in the morning.
Good night and

Love to you all,

Jim

(from the Samuel Hugh Moffett collection of Samuel Austin Moffett papers)



Wheaton, Illinois October?, 1928 Charles H. Moffett

Dearest Father;-

I surely have appreciated the fine letters which I have received from you but as I told you

in my last letter, I would not write you until after Mother and the boys left.

My, how I did enjoy the visit from them. I surely had a fine time with them. I went in

and met them at the train on Thursday and then after having supper together in the station and

talking over things we went up to the Institute to make sure about their rooms. I spent most of

the evening with them there returning in order to do a little more studying for my Friday classes.

As we had planned they all came out in the morning in time to attend chapel and then they

amused themselves while I attended classes and then we went to Mrs. Theirs for dinner. After I

had one more class, Mother spent the time with Olivette [Swallen] who did not have a class at

that time. The boys played out on the campus until my class was over. I tried on my suit so that

mother could pass judgment on it and then we hurried for the train going to the Polk street station

after arriving in Chicago so that Mother could deposit her tickets and find out about her trains.

We all had supper at the Institute and then I took the boys to see “Wings”. We were able to get

back pretty early and so had some time to talk. I stayed in there that night. Saturday morning we
went out to Montgomery Wards and secured a guide to show us all through the plant which

surely was interesting. From there we went out to the Municipal Pier only to find that the

Children’s playground was not open, so at Mother’s suggestion we went down to take in the

Board of Trade which although I didn’t understand, was surely interesting. It was then time for

dinner so we returned to the Institute. Of course Tommy thought that he wanted to, but Mother

thought that they had better not, so just Sammy, Howard and myself came out to Wheaton to take

in the football game which we had on with Aurora College. The boys seemed to enjoy the game
pretty well. At the halfwe had a snake dance around the field which they got into and had a lot

of fun. We won the game 31-0. The game was pretty long so we stayed out here a little while

longer since we knew that we couldn’t get back in time for supper. We spent another evening in

talking. I stayed there again that night. Sunday morning we went out to the lake front and spent

the time until church playing in the sand. For our church service we went to the Fourth

Presbyterian Church and heard Dr. Stone preach. I had gotten a postal from Allen Clark earlier

in the week giving me his Chicago address. Mother thought that we should try and find him
while Tommy slept so we three went out to the south side and found the place only to find that

the whole family had gone out to Austin for the day. We spent the evening again talking about

all sorts of things. I had to leave for Wheaton and so our chat had to come to a close. Monday
and Tuesday they kept themselves busy while I labored with my school work. On Wednesday
afternoon as we had agreed to, they met me in the Elgin station at Chicago and we went out to

Lincoln park to look at the animals and then I went to supper with them. Once more we spent the

evening in talking and then I finally had to break away to get back to my studying.

How I did hate to leave them that night as I knew that it probably was the last time I

would see them for no telling how long. I rambled on rather long without paragraphing it at all

but I think you will be able to get an idea ofhow we spent our visit together. They left yesterday

noon for the canyon to arrive there about two o’clock tomorrow afternoon.

Now that I have told you the most important thing that has happened this week I will now
set myself to answering your two letters and postal which I have before me. I am going to take
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another sheet for it. Everything seems to be going along alright here except that our football

team suffered a defeat yesterday which of course we do not like. Things are beginning to get

tense and not so cheerftil as the end of the first six weeks approaches. After the first six weeks

are over the college will have to send away thirty students. They are only allowed to keep five

hundred and they had five hundred and thirty apply for entrance. They took them all, the thirty

entering as visiters [visitors] but they can only do that for six weeks. They are taking almost

anything as a reason to place you on the list of visiters. In a way it is a good thing because it

makes everyone work hard in order to keep off the list, but again it is going to be hard on the

unlucky thirty who will have to leave because it practically ruins the first semester for them.

Two weeks from now and the tenseness will be over. There is only one thing that I think could

make them put me on the list and that would be French.

The first three weeks in French we took up grammar work which although it required

work did not take so terribly much time. But last week we began to translate the stories from the

book and they aren’t so much fun. I can do it all right but there are so many words which I don’t

know and 1 have to look them up and so it takes me a long time to do it. I spent two and a half

hours yesterday preparing my lesson for tomorrow. I tell you, French is sure going to be my
victory or utter defeat. If 1 just had a Saturday coming in between every day that I have French it

might not be so bad but I won’t have such an easy time during the week to put that much time on

it. I tell you that it isn’t going to be a bit easy and just as you said, I have to fight all the time to

keep from letting it go because I don’t like it, but nevertheless I am trying to put up a terrific fight

and I am working on everything possible to make things more certain and try to get good marks.

I have set myself to the job of trying to get on the good side of the teacher in order to make it

easier in that respect. It is going to be just plenty hard and it is going to take nearly all that I have

to pull through but I am here to try as hard as possible to pull through in the best shape possible.

American History is the place where I will probably shine if I do any shining at all. We
have a good Prof and I have been able to make a good impression by having good recitations so

far. My European History and Physics are just about the same for my next subjects, with

probably the History showing a better show. The American Literature is in a peculiar state of

affairs at present. It ought to turn out all right but she has taken it into her head to give us long

lessons and to require a lot of outside reading besides. Just at present I am kind of up in the air

having gotten behind somewhat but I am hoping to get everything straightened out soon and then

have clear sailing. I haven’t changed my mind again about it as I still like it but I am just kind of
in the position I hope A1 Smith is in in about a month - - snowed under

Before I forget it I want to thank you for sending me the book which you promised to

send me through Mother, What is Faith?

I have been feeling pretty well except that I have been having quite a few headaches.

Another thing - I think that I ought to make an appointment and have a dentist look over my
teeth. I think I have a cavity in one ofmy back teeth.

We have just closed a week of Evangelistic Services as they are called. It is a week when
they have a man come and take charge of chapel for the week and also conduct religious

meetings in the evening. He also holds private interviews with any who so desire. The meetings
surely have been fine and inspirational.



10/07/1928 - p.3 C.H.M.

1 imagine that Jim was quite surprised to have you visit him but I don’t think he would be

very disappointed. 1 know 1 would be quite pleased to have you come walking in on me
unexpectedly. I hope you do so just whenever you feel like it. You know the way to my room

and if it is during a class time you can find out what class by looking at the schedule on the wall

in front of the desk. 1 am all prepared to take care of you just any time. Princeton is a fine place

and I am glad that Jim likes it, as that will make it easier for him to do well. I hope he does settle

down to good hard work. By the way, how did he make out in the work he was doing this

summer? Did he finally finish it up all right?

1 noticed in the bulletin of the Fourth Presbyterian Church last Sunday that Dr. Fletcher is

to speak there tonight in some women’s society meeting.

1 have been wondering whether you were able to see the second game of the world series.

If you did 1 am sorry that you couldn’t see the Cardinals win. What has happened, anyway? The

Yanks who are supposed to be cripples seem to be doing the unexpected and the Cards don’t

seem to be doing a thing. According to what 1 heard just a little while ago the Yanks have won
another game today, making it three now and making it even worse for the Cardinals. They don’t

seem to be able to pick out the right pitcher while the Yanks are having the best of success with

their choices. 1 am saving the stamp as you requested.

Father, I don’t know just what to do about my suit. In your postal you say for me to have

it altered here and then send the charges to Uncle Howard. I spoke to Mother about it and she

told me to have it altered all right but I don’t know where to have it done. There isn’t any place

here in Wheaton where I could have it done satisfactorily and I don’t know of any place in

Chicago to have it done. The only place I know of is Foreman and Clark but I was wondering

about that because they are a clothing sales house. I don’t know what they would think of such a

job. They might not do a good job because it is not one of their suits and then again they might

think that they could get a future customer by doing a good job. If I do have it done, are they

going to pay the charges of altering it? Is that why you want me to send the charges to Uncle

Howard?

I am afraid I will have to close now. I have had a headache most of the day and I hardly

know what I am doing, as you can see from the number of mistakes I have made. In the last half

hour it has taken a hold on me so that I really feel sick. I have a cold perspiration and am feeling

pretty bad. I have a peculiar taste in my mouth. I think I had better stop writing and go to bed
and see what I can do to fix myself up so that I won’t get really laid up and have to miss some
school. I will try to pass it off so that I will feel all right for classes tomorrow. Will send you a

postal in the morning to let you know just how I am. Swede will mail this letter for me this

evening when he goes down to mail his own. It is now just about five o’clock just to give you
something to calculate the happening by.

With lots of love to you.

Your affectionate son,

Charles

P.S. The letter which I wrote you in April and sent to you in London was returned to me just this week. You don’t need to read
it unless you want to, but I will enclose it anyway. C.H.M.

(from the Samuel Hugh Moffett collection of Samuel Austin Moffett papers)



Wheaton, Illinois October 30, 1928 Charles H. Moffett

3 1 1 E. Seminary St.

Dear Father:

-

I haven’t written to you for two reasons: first because you didn’t give me any place to write to

you and I knew you would be traveling all around and second because I have been so busy that I didn’t

take time to try and figure out a way by which I could get a letter to you. However, after getting your

letter this morning I decided that I really wanted to get a letter to you so I am using this method which I

hope works.

I did some things this past weekend which I know were not exactly according to orders but I

wanted so much to do them and I figured that since this would be the only time and chance to do them, as

they come only once in a lifetime, that I would do them and then take whatever consequences came.

This last weekend was Homecoming, during which time they have a lot of things going on.

Among them are the few contests which they have between the Sophs and Frosh. I missed out on them

last year and this year would be my one and only chance to get into anything like this at all, so I made up

my mind that I was going to enter into them and try my best to not make them too strenuous. The two

things were the Frosh-Soph soccer game and the flag rush. I had decided to enter them, so when I was
elected captain of the Soph soccer team I didn’t decline. I worked hard to turn out a good team which I

succeeded in doing pretty well as we won the game one to nothing. I put myself in the fullback position

so that I wouldn’t have to do so much running around. The flag rush is an awful fight and it had been

called off at first because the donors of the pole objected to their pole receiving such treatment. In order

that we might have the flag rush the Sophomore class erected a pole and gave it to the school to be used

for that particular purpose. The reason we were so anxious to have the flag rush this year was because

usually the Freshmen have so many more that they are almost bound to win and they always have won
except once, but this year the two classes are almost equal so that we had a good chance to win if we just

tried hard. Well, we gave them a pole so that they had to have one and I wanted to go into it to help the

Sophs win. It is a fight alright but I would go in and fight for a while and then stand around the outside

for awhile and rest and then go in so that I feel that even though I did go into it I didn’t work too hard for

my condition. I had a lot of fim and got right into the thick of the fight at times but I never got really

exhausted. The best thing about it is that the Sophs did win. I will tell you all about it when you come to

see me. Allen [Clark] was out here for part of the weekend.

If you possibly can I hope you will come and spend at least a day with me and Saturday and
Sunday would be even better. I was hoping that you would be able to come and meet Miss Torrey but it

seems that you are not to meet. Last time you were here she was sick and now I suppose you have heard
that her Father died just the other day so that she isn’t here now.

I managed to make out pretty well this six weeks but I think that I should have made out better in

some of them. Physics six weeks grade I find out tomorrow, exam 85. French six weeks grade I find out
tomorrow, exam verb 74, story 75. European History six weeks grade 83, exam (terrible) 72. American
Literature six weeks grade and exam both 80. U.S. History exam 90, six weeks grade 85. I haven’t said

anything to the Prof about it because I don’t know whether I had better or not but I really can’t

understand how, when I did so well on my exam in U.S. History, I should get only an 85 because I know I

was doing good work in the daily recitations.

I had better close now and tell you the rest when you come and if you don’t, then I can write you
again. I hope this gets to you all right.

Your loving son,

Charles

(from the Samuel Hugh Moffett collection of Samuel Austin Moffett papers)



Oakland, California December 7, 1928 Lucia Fish Moffett

924 McKinley Avenue

Oakland, California

Addressed to Mr. James Moffett, Princeton Seminary, Princeton, N.J.

Dear Jamie, [written to James McKee Moffett, oldest son of Samuel Austin Moffett]

Since your good letter came a good many things have happened which we have wished

you were sharing with us and now Christmas is almost here, it does seems a pity we can’t all be

together.

Do you need a good looking dressing gown? If so, will you buy one and send me the bill

or give me an idea what you want? Ifwe hurry we may be ready by Christmas. If that doesn’t

appeal to you, let me know something else.

Monday we plan to move over to San Francisco for two weeks to a little place near

Cousin Cara (your great uncle Edward’s daughter). We all have so many medical and dental

appointments they can’t very well be managed from this side.

Howard and Tommy are both to wear braces on their teeth; Tom only for a few weeks.

Sam and Howard are starting off now to the Y. They are getting a little athletics and
swimming there three times a week. The schools close this week and were too busy with
programs, etc. to register new boys even for .

We all miss the ocean but it is strange what a grip the places we have known familiarly in

childhood get on us. There is a certain kind of peace with one’s environment that settles down
there in spite of changes. Fortunately they can’t change the bay and the ferries very much.

We motored over to San Rafael last week. Your house looks very well kept up and
prosperous. San Rafael is growing, too, decidedly. I should hate to see that property sold. It

may not be long before it increases very greatly in value.

How are you enjoying your studies and professors, college atmosphere, etc.

With love from all of us - Tommie says “tell Jamie I had a good time in Madison and I

love him.”

Affectionately,

Mother

[Lucia Fish Moffett is a first cousin of Jamie’s deceased mother, Alice Fish Moffett. She is

Jamie’s step-mother.]

(from the Samuel Hugh Moffett collection of Samuel Austin Moffett papers)


